
MONTANA LAND OWNERSHIP BY WESTERN COUNTY (in acres)

Flathead Granite Lake Lincoln Mineral Missoula Powell Sanders Silver Bow Ravalli

Total West 

of the 

Divide

Total East 

of the 

Divide

Montana 

Total

U.S. Bureau of Land Mgt 0 37,196 0 0 0 20,652 93,613 0 45,253 0 201,874 7,803,772 8,005,646

U.S. Bureau of Reclamation 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 125,044 125,044

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 12,456 0 13,557 0 0 0 4,590 10,113 0 2,868 43,584 880,150 923,734

National Park Service 635,156 0 0 0 0 0 1,330 0 0 0 636,486 552,300 1,188,786

U.S. Forest Service 1,762,981 663,800 174,448 1,727,586 644,797 801,797 650,964 922,235 189,205 1,125,830 8,871,521 8,176,504 17,048,025

U.S. -- Other Federal Land 0 0 0 1,053 0 0 0 0 0 0 1,053 81,022 82,075

Montana State Trust Land 127,139 20,450 56,687 65,814 21,610 105,401 74,152 62,827 12,828 29,299 583,365 4,599,074 5,182,439

Montana Fish, Wildlife, Parks 3,235 31 9,384 5,351 41,375 28,679 40,163 2,893 15,857 8,964 216,175 189,642 405,817

Montana University system 0 0 0 0 0 20,303 3,439 0 0 0 23,742 11,985 35,727

Montana Dept of Corrections 0 0 0 0 0 0 32,475 0 0 0 33,864 1,562 35,426

Montana -- Other State Land 40 8 9 214 245 0 629 80 0 988 3,020 25,207 28,227

Local Government 0 73 0 0 0 2,574 0 0 0 0 2,647 21,102 23,749

Tribal and BIA Land 28,296 0 321,736 0 0 92,224 0 295,144 0 0 737,400 4,260,317 4,997,717

Private Land 718,429 385,142 366,802 516,904 73,157 500,475 572,701 475,812 196,674 367,638 4,363,553 50,652,130 55,015,683

Private Conservation Land 194 5 16,009 678 224 95,589 16,488 0 0 0 129,217 97,937 227,154

Water 75,910 2,266 99,957 34,330 1,595 7,835 2,113 16,403 69 654 243,095 536,242 779,337

Total 3,363,836 1,108,971 1,058,589 2,351,930 783,003 1,675,529 1,492,657 1,785,507 459,886 1,536,241 16,090,596 78,013,990 94,104,586

MONTANA % OF LAND OWNERSHIP BY WESTERN COUNTY

Flathead Granite Lake Lincoln Mineral Missoula Powell Sanders Silver Bow Ravalli

Total West 

of the 

Divide

Total East 

of the 

Divide

Montana 

Total

   Federal Forest Service 52.4 59.9 16.5 73.5 82.3 47.9 43.6 51.7 41.1 73.3 55.1 10.5 18.1

   U.S. Bureau of Land Mgt 0.0 3.4 0.0 0.0 0.0 1.2 6.3 0.0 9.8 0.0 1.3 10.0 8.5

   Federal Other 19.3 0.0 1.3 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.4 0.6 0.0 0.2 4.2 2.1 2.5

   State 3.9 1.9 6.2 3.0 8.1 9.4 10.1 3.7 6.2 2.6 5.4 6.2 6.1

   Indian Trust and BIA Land 0.8 0.0 30.4 0.0 0.0 5.5 0.0 16.5 0.0 0.0 4.6 5.5 5.3

   Private Land 21.4 34.7 36.2 22.0 9.4 35.6 39.5 26.6 42.8 23.9 27.9 65.1 58.7

   Water 2.3 0.2 9.4 1.5 0.2 0.5 0.1 0.9 0.0 0.0 1.5 0.7 0.8

Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

   Forest Service Land 1,762,981 663,800 174,448 1,727,586 644,797 801,797 650,964 922,235 189,205 1,125,830 8,871,521 8,176,504 17,048,025

   BLM Land 0 37,196 0 0 0 20,652 93,613 0 45,253 0 201,874 7,803,772 8,005,646

   Indian Trust Land 28,296 0 321,736 0 0 92,224 0 295,144 0 0 737,400 4,260,317 4,997,717

Total 1,791,277 700,996 496,184 1,727,586 644,797 914,673 744,577 1,217,379 234,458 1,125,830 9,810,795 20,240,593 30,051,388

   % Increase of Tribal Controlled Lands 501.3%

Data Source:  nris.mt.gov (table has since been removed from state website)
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