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OFFICIAL PROCEZDINGS
at the

Council held with the Flat-
head, Kootenay and Upper
Pend Oraillo Indians commenc=-
ins. July Lh and ending July
16th, 1885.

Isaac 1. ;
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-
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Stevens

Washington Ty.
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i Official Proceedinge at the Counoil held by
Governor Isaac I. Stevens, SBupt. Indian Affairs, 7, T.,
with the Flathead, Pend Oreille:and Kootenay Tribes of
Indians at Hell OGate in the Bitter Root Valley, VWashing-
ton Territory, commenoing on the seventh day of July,

‘1888,

July 7th. Gov. Stevens accompanied by various
officers of the Indian Department roanched the Indian camp
near Hell Gate and was weloomed by all the Chiefs and
Warriors of the Flathead, Kootenay and Pend Oreille In=-
dians who rode out to meet the Governor's party.

The Governor soleoted for his camp and a coun-
cil ground a point on the Bitter Root River one mile from
the Indian oamp.

In the afterncon Viotor, Chief of the Flatheads,

Alu:andor.ut the Upper Pend Oreilles, and Michelle of the
Kootenays accompanied by a number of the prinoipal men of
the Tribes visited Goverinor st“lns at the Council Ground.
After they had smoked as ulﬁal upon a_uaﬁ ocooasions, of
the tobacco given them, Oov. Btevens spoke to Victor as

follows:
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*You lluv-' ‘heard I suppose of the Council at Val~
la Walla and what was there said to the Indians. The
treaties made there were fully explained. Ve made treaties
with the Nez Perces and others, numbering in all some 6000
Indians, and placed them on reservations. I wish to make
with you treaties similar to those made at that place, and
on Monday I will speak to you mbout it and explain all
things fully; but in the meantime the ¥lathoads and Nes
Perces who oame up with us were present at that council
and can tell you all about it. :

*The business hore being concluded, I shall push
on to Fort Benton to collect the Blackfeet for a oouncil.
We expeot many of the Nez Perces here in a few days in
charge of an Agent and Interpreter to meet you and go with
you to the council near Fort Benton, where we expeot to.
make a treaty which will keep the Blackfeet out of this
valley, and if that will not do it we will then have sol-
diers who will. Bome of the Blackfeet, the OGreat Chiefs
you know are good and will listen to us. A nm'antuner

is coming up the ilissouri to meet me. Tha Great Father,

. the President, has directed us tﬁ make a treaty and he

will see it oarried out, and we hope it will forever set-

tle your troubles with the Blackfeet. I saw you two years
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age and told you I would come to make a treaty, I hoped
the noxt year. Two years have passed, but in the mean-
time, as you know, we have done all we aoluld- Lt. Mullan,
Mr. Adams, Mr. Doty - these two you see here now, wore
1_aft among the Indians to promote peamce and we are deter-
mined to push thie matter through. ;

‘wOn ‘HohdAy then 'at 10 otolook T wikd talk with
you here and explain everything." : :

Victor said: "The Blaockfeet have troubled us
very much.® .

Gov. Btevens: "I have heard of your troubles
before and have done all I could to get thie matter ar-
ranged at this time." .

. Viotor: "I am going to tell what haes happened
gince you wa;ﬁ hero. Twelve men have been killed when out
hunting = not on war parties. I .fonr the whites and kept
quiat-. I cannot tell how many horses have been stolen
8ince.

"Now I listen and hear what you wish me to do.
Were it nb£ for you I would have had my revenpe ere this.
They (the Blackfeet) have mtolen horses seven times this_
spring. " .

July 9th, Monday»
The Indians began to assemble at 1/3{ };-t 12
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o'olock and at 1/2 past 1 p.m. ‘;hn Council opened.
Present: Officers of the Counocil.
Gov. I. I. Btevens, Supt. Indian Affairs and
Commissioner holding treaties. ]
' James Doty, Secretary.

He R. Crosbie, Commissary and Clerk.
Thomas Adams, Bpecial Indian Agent for Flatheads,

Pend Oreilles and Kootenays.
' R, H. Lansdale, Agent Indiane Vashington Terri-
tory. :
Ce Sohow

)
) Interpreters.
Benj. Kiser) .

Tobacco 'ul distributed,and after the usual time
spent in esmoking, Oov. Stevens nMra-nd‘ e".lu Indians as
follows:

My Children:

I am glad to see po many of you here today.
I mave come to fulfill a promise which I made you two
years eince. I have oome to make a treaty with you if we
can sgree upon %he terms. I have already made treaties
with the Nez Perces and with other tribes: several Flat-
heads were present at those treaties; they have told you

£t

about them. I wish to make with you a troaty similar to
the treaty I made with tho Nez Perces.

There are hers present threa tribes, the Flat-
heads under their chief Victor; the Upper Pend Oreilles
under their chief Alexander; the Xootenays under thoir

ohief Michella. I am scrry that the Lower Pend Oreilles
with their ohief Viotor are not hera. -

I wish to make a treaty with the Flatheads,
Upper and Lower Pend Oreillse and Kootenaye all as one
nation. Yo wish you four tribes tc sell your land to the
Great Father and 1live on one tract of land; that tract of
land to be large enough for your cattle and farme. The
climate of the tract to be mild enough for your animals
to graze in winter. :

In the treaty besides providing for your having
a tract of land for your homes, you will have the privi-
lege of going on to the land you have -oid to 'aat roote
and berries and to kill game except where the land is ac~-
tually ogoupied by a white nettler. '

For this sale of your land we prcopose to make
gertain payments which I will now explain. An Agent will
:l.i.-ve amongst you. Ym_x have airnd: had an agent, Mr.
Adams, but he has not had the means to do much with; he
has not received much from the Great Father; he has done



all he oould; his words have gone to tho Great Father,
and the Great Father says you shall be cared for.

You will have & school, a good school amongst
you; at this school your children will learn to read and
write, and they will learn trades such as desire it. You
will &vo a hoepital and a physician for the care of your
eiok. You will have a farmer, you will have a blacksmith
with tools, you will have a wheolvright, a man to make
t'-génn and plows; you will have a saw mill and a grist
mill,

The school, the farmer, the blackemith, the
wheelwright and the saw and grist mill you will have for
twenty years; then you can take ocare of yonrlihnl. This
will be onme part of the payment; tho other part I will
now explain. You will be supplied with means to start
your farme, and to give you clothing, toole and oooking
- utensile and something in the way of houses. It will be
enough to olothe every person, and to give every one cook-
ing utensils and rnﬁing tools enough to start with. Then
each year for twcht.,y yeare wa shall make additions to what
we gave at first. You will be expected to live on the
same good terme with cach other as ycu have been living.

I need not say a word abtout that. You will be expected
to live on géod terms with all friendly tribes. We will

-

loon"go over to the Blackfeet oountry, then if a treaty
be made, and they prove friendly, you will of course live
on good terms with them. When we get to the Blaokfeet
country we will talk about it. The Great Father is deter-
mined that you shall be safe on the reservation from the

attacks of the Blaockfeet; - thie I will say to the Black-
feet in Counoil, you being present. I believe we can make

. peace, but enough of that, I will reserve that for the

Blackfeet Council.

On another point I wish to speak plainly; = with=-
in youru:l.vui you will be governod by your own laws. The
agent will ses that you are not interfered with, but will
support the authority of the chiefsa., You will respect the
lawa which govern the white man and the white man will re-
spect your laws. We look with favor on the missionaries
that come amongst the Indiane whore they desire them and I
think their ooming may do them good. The priest will be
your friend, but he will pot have no control whatever over
your affairs. The priest will advise you in your epiritm
aft-lrln = that which relates to God, but he will have no
control over your temporal affairs, your own lawsj that you
will mg yourselves.

I think you understand the different points of
the treaties. All your tribes, Flatheads, Upper and Lower
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Pend Oreilles and xnotqnaﬁu to 1ive on one reservation.

That reservation to ‘bofla.rso onnuslh for all your animals

and farms; and the rest of the land to be the Great Father's
for hie white children, you in addition to have the privi-
lege to kill game, pasture your animals, dig roote and
gather berries upon lande not ocoupied by white settlers -
your Mnnﬁ to consist in schools and farms and mille and
shope and a physician for 20 years. 7

The firet year a large amount of olothing, of cook-
ing utensils and everything to start your fﬁma and you will
have an addition of the same thing every ys-nr for twenty :
years.

Will such a treaty suit you? If it will suit you
then we have to agrec where the reeervation shall be and what
the amount of these thinge shall be. I wish now the chiefs
to tell me whether they are plnu.ld with this kind of a
treaty. I wish now to hear from them.

Viotor (Flathead Chief) said: _

I am very tired now and my‘peop].o. You (the
Governor) are the only man who has offored to aid us, I
have not been able to do anything for my people. If ny
young men could see they might be afraid; they do not un-
derstand how the whites punish. I am very glad to see you,
and that you have come to my place. My country is very
emall. I think God is willing that we should have a small

-7
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plece of ground - qy ocountry is very bad; that is all
the way I oan talk.

I have two places, here is mine (Bitter Root
Valley) and yonder aorose tho mts. (Flathead river) is
mine. I will think of it and tell you ﬁioh is the best.
I beliove you wish to aesist me to keep my children here
g0 that they may have plenty to eat, and so that the;
may save their souls. ; )
: There is very little land here: I gunnot U=
fer you a large piece. I have oniy a “Im.ll piece: that
is all I hﬁvo to may.

Alexander (Pend Oreille Chief) said:

You know you havo a white skin. I am poor;

I am an Indian. I cannot look around me. I think my
country is good. I think I am doing right, and now you
come t0 my place you white man - now you talk to me - you
tell me it is not good, how ym--n ua-&. this ie kood.
We have a Ood Almighty; we were not made for nothing. Ve
have a place to be punished. You say you do not like those
bad things. The white man told me God Almighty did not
like bad things, and when I heard that I think I was very
glad that I have to do so and o, this way is viry good,
take this good road - now I talking my people were sétting
around me. You sce my position my children - they never

hear. . I like all my children. You are talking to me now

2-/e
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my big Father. You have told me you have to make your
own lawe to punluh'yonr children. I like my children. I
think I could not head them to make them go straight. I
think it is with you to do so. If I take your own Cu.
your law, my people then will be rrj.:;h'-t.onod. These growe
ing peorle are all the same =~ perhaps those who come af-
ter them may see it well before them. I do not know your
laws, porha’;- if we see a rope, if we see how it punishes
we will be’frightened. Vhen they (the priests) talked to
to them, tried to teach them, they all left him. I am
very glad to see the white men.

My ohildren = may be when the whites instruct
you.'you- may sec it before you. Now this is my ground = we
are poor, we Indians. The priest is settled over there
(pointing across the mountain); there whe.ro he ie I am very
wall intiaﬁ.ad. The priest instructs me and this people
here. I am very well content with the priest and I am very
well satisfied wi-th you., I will talk hereafter about the
ground = I am done for todaye.

Red Wolf (Flathead) said:

We gathered up yesterday = these people you
see here. Here are the three nations t..hat spoke they think
they are three nations. I think it was this way yesterday.
Here ie the ground I was talking about yesterday. I think
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myself there are threo tribes here = they have. their own
Places - they think they own my ground. I thought these
three nations were going to talk each sbout their own
lands. Now I hear the governor and hear him talking.

My ground ies all out up in pieogn; a while ago you spoke.

What I made my mind up to yesterday perhaps it will be
that way now. They are not three nations - they ars only

ono perhaps. They did not talk about their own lands yes-
terday. I think it is so. I do not (think?) it is right
to talk about this land. By and by when we go back to the
camp we will talk about it - perhaps tomorrow. We will
talk it over tonight or tomorrow. How much land we have
then you will krow. If we ocan agree then we will talk it
over here. I think this is my ground. I think of the
three nations this belonge to the Flatheads = this is
closed up by mountaine. Thﬁ is another plage over yon-
der = moross the mountains - that belongs to the Pend
Oreilles. I do not know whore the country of the Kootenays
is. It is a long distance off., I made up my iﬁnd yoster-
day. I believe we did not agree. I tHOUSh we had two places
thie ground the Platheads - that acrose t.ht'lllbpqg'una the

Pend Oreilles - perhaps not, perhaps we are all ore - this
is the reason I speak in this manner. I am very poor. Ve

made up another mind yesterday = today it ie dj.ffor-"nt, we

2/
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did not come to an end in couneil. Ve will go back and
have another gounoil. The others who think daifferently '
will talk about it.
Gov. Stevens said:
My children - The words of Esac who has

spoken last are good. It will be well for you to talk
the matteor over in your camp, and then tomorrow we will
meet again. I will eay one word in reference to placing

you all on one reservation. I think we can do more for

you in that way - the agent can see the treaty is carried;

your school will be better; your sick will be b-_tter cared
for by the physician. Think the matter over well. I made
two treaties before I came here. In one treaty three dif-
ferent tribes were put to};othar; in the other treaty four
ditfu;ent tribes were put together. Ve made a third treaty
wi.th the Nes Perces, a large tribe numbering more thnﬁ all
of you = we made the treaty with them alone. If you have
two traots, as the agent and physician can oal;!' live én one
tract, those of the other tract cannot be as well cared for.
Your living on one reservation will not make any difference
with regard to things that you very much value m;w. Thoee
who ws‘nt a priest ocan have one, we do not propose \"Q_o say to

you, you shall have a priest or you shall not have a priest;
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that is a matter of your free choice. We promise you an

agent that will see what you agree to and we agree to

is ?uriad. out. MNowv we wish you to go to your own camp;

talk the nlttor over amongst yourselves, we will meet in

the morning, a little earlier than we have done today.
The council then adjourned at 4 p. m.

July 10th, Tuenday.
The Indians assembled at 2 p. m. and at 2-1/2
peime the council opened. '
Present the same as yeoterday.
Gov. Btevens said: \
My ohildren: I explained yesterday the
kind of a troaty I wished to make with you; that I desired

the four tribes - the ¥latheads, the Upper and Lower Pond

'Oreilles and Kootonays to go on one tract of land. You
went to your camp and have eince been thinking and talking
about it: you have come hsre; I wish to know what you
think about it. Speak out your minds fully.

Big Canoe (Pend 'Oreille) said: IListen I will
speak. I spoke a while ago = I heard - I talked, then I
went away, now you see all theee people. I will not go
away now, Some ofthem said "it is good for you to go"

2-1¢
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that is the reason I osme hare; that is the way I spoke =
I am going to tell you what I heard when I went away. I
sald to them parhaps you are mad; I am very glad of it -
then I left. I spoke to them in this way. It appears to
me you have two ways - how is 1t? When you talk you trem=-
ble, ashamed of yourselfl, are you afraid of him? (the Gov.)
Ve are not talking bad = we are councelling = he im [
smart chief. You do not know what to do? If you (Vieter)
had told me before I would have spoken long ago about this
our land. MNow I told Ih.ln (Vidtor) when I do talk I will
tell you what we will do with this; our rights. It is our
land = when I firet saw you,you white man, when you was
travelling through, I would not tell you take this pleoce

it is our land = when you came to se¢ mo I believe you will
help me. If you make a tnfm I would not go there and pull
up your arﬁpa. I woulc-! not drive you away = farm it - it
is ocur land = both of uwe. If I go to your pm: .on  your

. er
land - ITf I get there give me a little piece. ;mu:l.d you

say here take it. I will wait till you give it. I will be

amonget you, very good, I am with you. It is just like my
own country - then I would come back to my bvm country. _
I expect that is the

You want to

That is the way with you white man.
same way you want me to d0 here, this plaoce.

settle here me with you.

200"
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Here you ars going back a.ﬁd.'forlt!‘: on our land:
20 back to your country - we all one - we all one close
Vhen wy
old pesople long ago first saw you we were friends - we

togathors Ve all great friends you white man.

never spilt the blood of one of you. They my old people
ara gone all of them - it is the same now, I am the sanme,

I naver saw your blood. I want my piscs. I always thousht
no one wanted ever to ta‘lk about my place. Now you talk
you white man - now I heve hemrd. I wish the whites to .
You Jomow every thing you white man = you
come and telk about my country, then you wﬁuld eay we are
it is that

very poor. You just talk as you pleass to use!

ways Now you tell me never to go to war. Then I sit down
I kept quiet - I was listening to you and you wanted to
tslk - now you are here I think o, I wish it may be good =
perhaps you will put me in 1Iu trap, 1f I do not lieten to
you, you chiefs, white men - I will bteg you, I told ‘thie,
when you talk my chief (¥i&tor) you tremble this way. I
wouldn't speak I wouldn't tremble - he ie a chief - wo all
are people - you Ara ‘white; I am black. I know you, you

my chiefs. My heart 1a'hsa.ty because you could not make

it up yesterday. I am vory poor, we heard you lorg ago.

I hope it is eo. Vhen I lay down my heart is sad A novw my
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ohief you say now I ms biind Af I want to talk. Here are
my eyos, my heart, my brain, I study. You white men, there
are your eyea lying all over the table, that is the reason
you are smart, you always look at your papers; now you talk,
it is right when you talk etraight. I from my heart and
and my braine speak - I told my chiefs that when I think -
I believe I am goling to talk thie ii-'m the way I beg you -

. when we call for some of our things I expect you want it

then your Indian children, wl;s_n you seoe something you say
givo it to e, 3 likﬁ it« You spoak again, I tell you no,
I think yes, don't impose upon us. I think yes you like
“.. Let us alone no,w'_. You tell us give us your'lzmd;

if we say no, I am very poor, that is all the small piece
1 have got. That is the reason I have come, I am not go-
ing to let it go. I d.id not acoma to muke trouble. Tharu-—l
fore I would say I -‘”: vory poor. You Flatheads I think
this is my country, I don't think I made a mistake, my
grand father's country. I was raised up there across the

 ‘mountains. I saw my aunt over there, she tells me I am

pt;re Pond 'Creille. I think I have %we bodies; this is
mine too, that is the ramson I talk; we are talking bad
one another, I beg you. I told theee pc-npla a while ago,
now you give me a piece of your land. He ie a ghief, if
wa tell him we are very poor, he will keep us = no perhip-

he thinge yes we are very poor, he 1&&"-_ my country, we are
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' very poor, we do not 1ike to impose upon each other, thie
is what I am talking about. When we ask further littile
thinge, then you will think we won't give you mny land.
You will stop anyhow both eides. Talk sbout treaty, vhere
did T ki1l you? when did you kill me? what ie the reascn
we are talking about tremties; that is what I sald, we are
friends, you are not my enemy. I said to them you de not
know what to dos I expeot you thought e when you tell
the Governor. No, I expect you will stop powder and tall
being given us. Vhy would he stop it. Y¥hen did I ehoot
you with your o powder and ball. Our old people when
thay saw ycu knew what powder and bsll was and never tried
to frighten s whits man with it; here are the last of us -
you see them all now sifting'aro_nnd, whare have we made a

diffigulty with the whites. Here is my country, I think it
is in a good place, not a dmg&roun place. You _whit'a man
d:n't bo afraid, you ocan sae it - thae Blackfeet, your own
powdar and ball shot ting at us and you white mar. JNow I
and you you white man both dio with your own powder and
tall. T think so when I tiNnk about it - stop that, quit .
giving them powder and SadL.: :

. What will you do with us, we are very poor,
you mnee us sittinmg ﬁouﬂ hera., you-knmr it yourself, we dlo
not ramble about on war parties. There i» a J'rarﬁhmn (In--
dian name for all traders) coming. I wiil hide where no

2-/¢
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one can see me and kill him. lNo; when I see a white man
I go up to him; it makes me smile, I shake hands with
him; that is the reason I ought to be let alone. You
white people are smart and all the time teaching me. I
don't want you to impose upon me. I am that way you
white man like xonrillf_. I am glad to see you = I -a.-n't
you white man to be sorry for it and you my :pooplt.l = 4
did not think you white people would tell all over the
oountry about me. You will never see in your papers that

the Flatheade or Pend 'Oreilles have killed any of you =

perhaps you are glad of it - I am proud of my old people =-

I am very poor = they had only a bow and arrow when they
saw their enemies they fought them a long while nndg tﬁan
left them - then they say you white man from you e ‘got
gune and powder, that is the reason my people have never

spilt your blood. You see us, we are very few, our ene-
mies are very afraid of us, we drove them before us.

When my enemies charge upon you (trappers) here I am be-
hind with your powder and ball, that is the reason we
are fast friends. When I travel over the mountains to=-
wards my enemies ! always think of you white men. I al=
ways thought the white man would help me, load my gun

for me. Look at me how poor I am - loock yonder at our
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enemies, you ses it yourself - you white men with your
own eyes. There is the priest, he says he thinks they
will listen, here is me, I think they will not. I think
if my children die it is all the same as white men -
that is the way my heart and brain thinks.

These are dark Indians, the bad fire (hell)
comes to them, fighting one another; it is growing; f.hly
are getting worse and worse, there he ln;a_. the Indian
he takes some little things and puta. on him = he lets it
go out - here you I sell it = there where he lost his
things, this Indian, there where he put it out, there
where they all raise up from onej; these dark skins were’
ahead of them all - that is what I said a while ago.
Then you are carrying your thinge sbout. I won't hide
what I said. I eaid I will ask him = is that the thing
¥you put the fire out with; I ;‘11 take it, Ilvin never
ask for it; then he said he did not know what to do =

I cannot step over your things. There are your goods -

which way shall I go. If I go to war I will take my

horses. I am alone that is the way I studied. Buppose
the Blackfeet come along - when he gete alongside that
thinge he cannot oroses over = from there it will be white

ground both eides - I think so, Oometimes my pecple get
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mad when the Blaokfeet kill us. There are you white men =
you are IJunt listening if they are plenty, you stop our
people right here and prevent them going on war parties.
We lieten to the white people hers on our ground - we are
not afraid of our enemies, no, we are not afraid of them -
that is the way with my heart. 7 don't know what these
sitting around think about 1t. I don't know hmlv they
studied when the white men taught me how to pray. I don't
know anything about it, though I spoke about it. The
priest tﬁld me not to be running around in the lodges in
the night, the way I saw myself, I did not like it, we
came very near all right = the Crows came to us, then the
Blackfeet = there is where it was lost. Vhen I meet you
I feol glad, when I got the news the mhite man, . the chief,

is coming, I was glad - yonder are the Crows - there the

Blaockfeet, I don't want to see them.

Look at these Kootenays, I don't understand them;
when I see the sun very low I pray - looi at the Kootenayws,
they are alwaye praying. Look at the Blaockfeet, I don't
like them. That is the way I talk to you sitting thore,

I am begging now = I nm not talking saucy. Here are your
goods - I am on one side and the Blackfeet on the other.
ir he steps over these goodes and comes to me what would you

think. I am only one side = I listen to you, he kille me,

SN 7T

T

TR

e

-2le
kills me all the time and drives my horses away, you
know it, we are poor, we drove one band of horses from
the Blaokfeet - I talked about it to my Indians. I said
give me the horses back, my children = don't you know
their pasture, let me have them -~ my chief took them baock.
You talked about it strong my father - I am afraid of
.rour‘am.m yonder from the Crows they took me - we _
talked about it, my chief took them bamck, that is the way

‘we act.

If I beg you I want you to help me: now you have
just come here, now you are going over there and geing to
talk again. I do not know juur minde =~ you are ‘faking a
groat many goods, I think so; that is the rnson% an
quiet and sit down on my land. I thought nobody would talk
about 1Qnd, would trouble me. Look at them eitting here,
they heard yoﬂ wore coming and going to pass = I have Jjuost
acome from Buffalo; I heard you just come out on this prai-
rie - then I think I will go and see you. I want to know
what you think. I was talking to my ohildren this past
summer - when I .found my chiidren were going on war parties
I would tell them to stop = be quiet - always tell my people
I expect now we will see the chief - I talk to them that
way. I expect he will talk to the Blackfeet again. I will
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stop very soon. I am telling you my mind - stop - wait =
when the white man chief talks again you Just listen.

If the B:I.mkfut. step over their words again we are not
afraid of them my children - hold on to your minde my
children, look out, danger might come my children - we
will just be quiet, they have got arms those we are going
to see. II we l'.B'p over our word to the ohief., It is
two wintere you passed here, every year since my lliornu
have gone to the Blaockfeet, last winter ohe. this spring
two. I wae going on a war party as your u:préu passed
aleng ere, You say be.jguiet, I did nd: go, I will stop
end wait - that ie the reason I elways stop my ohildren =
that is the way I spoke tc my ochiefs. Now when a chief
will talk to the white chief don't be frightenad - we are
not going to fight each other, keep on that way; then I
will let go my heart and epeak to my ohildren. I am not
afriad of my enemies - you white man, you talk so smooth~
1y, so well, therefore I_toli you I am not ahead of you -
I 1isten to you my father - we all like our children, take
pity on them. Here this spring the Blackfeet put my
d.ﬁaghtar afnoi = she packed the goodc on her back - it made
me feel bad; then .I think of what I heard from you my father,

and take my heart back and keep quiot. If I had not listened

to your express I would have gone on war parties over yonder.
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I thought I would listen good - that is the reason I al-
veys checked those people - my heard said so - I don't
want you to be put in trouble - I doki't know your minds,
you white mon - I will stop talking. I am not thinking
I am talking ssuc}- I have gol a good deal more to pay -

~I.an tired now.

Cov. Btevens said: | .

I will not ask my children if they undere
stand fully what I eaid yesterday. I asked you if you
could egree to go on ena reservation. I ask you now', can
¥y a;ree to live on one reservation? Do you wish to have
me espeak further on that question. I ask Viotor, ax:s you
willing to go on the same reservation with the Pend 'Oreil-
les and Kootenays? I ask Alexander, are you wiinng to go
on the same reservation with the Flatheads and Kootenays.

I ask Michelle = are you willing to go on the same reser=-
vation with the Flatheade and Pend '"Oreilles? I think a
rlace can be found which will be large enough for you all.
What do you, Victor, Alexander, and Michelle think? You
are the heed @lefs. I want you to speak. I understand the
Big Canoe to have said this, "We have alwaye beon friende
of the whites, we have never spilt his blood, we have al-
ways taken the white man by the hand, but we have suffored

for long years from the Blackfeet, our norses have been
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stolen; our people killed; we wish it stopt and belicve
you have come here to have it stopt. Jot that we are
afraid of the Blackfeet = no, we will meet them in battle

.and drive them before us, but we want to be friends with

ell now, Indians and whites, and we eare willing to go on
tho reservations and rsceive the aid of the Great Father.

" We wish, however, to know where that reservation-is, and

whather it is a place where we can live.® Yes, I under-

stand the Bii Canoe to say, ™we are ready all three tribes

to go on one reservation, let us know where it is, let us
see I‘hatﬁar it is large enough.” I ask the Big Cance if
I heard him right? .
The Big Canoe said:
I do not understand you right.
Gov. Btevens said:
I now oall again upon Victor, Alexander
and Michelle nnﬁ ask .them whether they have agreed whoth-
er it will be better for all the tribes to go on one res=

~serve if & buitable one can be found? Are you satiofied

thet it will be better for you and your pecple to go on
ono reserve together, or de you ocbjecticn to it?

I will ask Ti.o‘tor to speak hies mind; whether
they have all agreed to go on one reserve, and if so to

indicate the place.

~26=
. Victor said: I am willing to go on one reser=
vation, but I do not wish to go over yonder (Pond 'Oreil-
le Miseion.) 7 i
Alexander said: It is good for us all to stop
in one place.

Miochelle said: I am with Alexander.
'Gov. Btevens said: The Pend 'Oreilles and Koote~

nays think it will be well to have all the tribes together;

perhaps Victor may think so by and by if the place suits.
Alexander and Michelle wish to live together - their people
on one-place; it ought to be a good place = they have a
thousand people; the land ought to be good; each man wants
his field; the climate ought to be mild = you do not wish

your horses to die in the winter; nor do you wish to lose

.your animals in marshy places; you wish little or no snow

in the 'v].nt.r; you want good land for orops; you desire
your three thousand animale to increase. Is horse prairie

such a phnof' Is the prairie north of Flathead Lake such
a place? There the snow is deep in winter; your horses
would die. How ie the soil at the llui“_a?i There ie
Pierre the Iroquois = can he raise crops there?
. Pierre said: I think so.
Gov. 8aid: Can all theee people raise orops

there? There is another place that will suit Victor
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It is this valley from Fort Owen to the Upper part. I
ask Pierre again, which ies the best, this valley or the
Mission? He has tried both.

Pierre l.id.i I do not know,

Governor: I ask Viotor, Alexander and Michelle
to think it over: will (they) go to the valley w&tl; -ﬂo-
tor, or the mission with Alexander and Michelle: I ao
not care whioh. You will have iour priest with you who.th-
er you go to the nuim'or Fort Owenjamd here 'I would say

those who want the priest oan have him. The Great Father

means that each one shall do as he pleases in reference to
receiving the instruoctions of the priests; that is the word
of the 'Groa-t. Father - each man shall do as he chooses in
reference to receiving the instruotione of the priests.

Ir you live on the rannrri as I said yesterday,

plispour sick will be oared for; we can only give you one
phyeician. All will have a chance to have their wheat

ground = we can only give you one grist mill. All will
have the same chance to have houses - we can only give you
one saw mill., Your farms, your schools, and your shops
will be better; you will be better clothed and better pro-
vided for every wsy,l because all of you will equally have
the care of the magent. The agent will see that we promise

to do is done; he is on the ground. Alexander and Michelle
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live at the mission; Viotor lives in this'ulhy. 1t
the agent 1ives with Viotor up the valley can he take on.rc
of the business with Alexander and Michelle at tho-utliﬁn?
If he lives with Alexander and Micholls at the mission, how
oan he traneaoct business with Victor up the valley?

~_ Recolleot,you Viotor, Alexander and Michelle are
chiefs, good chiefs; Victor has not only kept the Blaock-
feot at bay st. Hellgate but has them beyond the mountains.
Alexander through the Blackfoot country carried horses
back to Fort Benton; I told the President of it - he knows
all about it; and Michelle is a good man ready to fight
his onemies and to do wha-t is ﬂght- You are chiefs all
three, good chiefe, and you will have much to do. If we
make a treaty how will the agent kno.w what your people
want? He must learn it from Vioctory Alexander and Mich-
elle. The oh:l.-ofn will each year tell the agent what tools,
what olothing, what goods they want for their people; what
children to go to the school and learn trades, which chile-
dren shall learn to be blacksmiths, whi.nh to be carpenters,
which wheelwrights, which rarnlorn.' Vietor will tell the -
agent which boy shall learn to be a carpenter, which to be
a wheelwright, which to go inte the mills, and which girls

and boys shall go to school and learn to read and write.

r



&
2

&
.;"

AT R T T

-20=
It will odoﬁpy Viotor's whole timej it will Alexander's
and Michelle's; they will want to see the agent often -
somotimes every day. For the head chiefes of the differ-
ent tribes we shall build houses and furnish them, and
we shall for twenty years pay eaoch head chief a salary of
five hundred dollars a year. Ve do this because you chiefs
will be obliged to work for your people and not for your-
selves, and .".. wieh to support you properly. llmr think :

over these matters well; agreec to come togethar on one res-

'orvntion; decide for yourselves whether it shall be the

mission or whether it shall I'be the valley above John Owen's.
You shall have either, which you prefer, ' In the morning
we will meot againj then I wish to hear from you; then we
oan finish the treaty. §

The counoil is adjourned till tamorrow at 10

o'clook.
The council then adjourned at 6 p. m.

Wednesday, July 1lth, 1865.

The Indians assembled at 11 a. m. and at 1/2

past the council opened. 3
Present the same as yesterday.

Gov. Stevens said:

L-27
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' What does Alexander md Michelle eay?

Alexander; I don't think so, ~ I think it is too
emall what you want: to civa‘ me.

Gov. Btevens: Aloxander, how much smaller is it
_than where the miesion is? :

Alexander; I think the miseion is a larger place.

dov. l‘wonn m:. your agent has seen ;
the place. Lt. Mullan has seen the place; others have seen
it (the miseion) and they think the place is very much 5
smaller. They hdu surveyed it, and it is not so good what .
there is of it, as the place above here. Now you have all
said the whites are smarter than you; the white settler
would not select that place - it is not good enough. He
thinks the valley above Fort Owen ie the best place. Now
we wish you to have as good a place as the white settler.

It would best plesse the white settler to place you at
the mission; we wish you to go where your Great Father

thinks it is best for you to go.

Alexanderi There is prieet over there, berries,
roots, oto.

Gov. Stevens; The Agent has examined both places;
do you know about farms? The agent does. The valley ie
much thc best land.
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My ohildren, have you agreed upon the place
you will live? I ask the chiefs, I ask Viotor. }

Viotor said, I am content with the v-nlloy.

Gov. I ask Alexander.

Alexander. ‘The Kootenays and Lower Pend 'Oreil-
les will oome to my place. I

Govs Stevens: I will speak; I think the best
place for you is this valley, from John Owens up the valley.
There is more land there .for you, the land is better, the

¢limate is milder, you are nearer to camash and bitter root,

it is more convenient for buffalo, you will be muoch better
off there, therefore I say, al:‘._ g0 there and you will be
glad by and by, if you are not glad now. Will that suit
Alexander and Michelle? And here without rising I will ex-
plain one thing. Any improvements will be paid for over
and above the payment what ie paid for your lands. The
‘labor Pierre has put on his land will be paid for. You
can gather your orops. You will not be required to move
for a year and a half or two years. The paper has to go

to the Great Father; if he thinks it ie good, as I think he
will, it will be a bargain, but we ocannot hear from the
Great Father till next year. It will take some time to get
tosls and seeds and olothing here, tc build good mills and

shops and start the farms; then you will be called upon to

move.

y
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Alexander. I cannot go this way - I can't help
myself; we are down there at the mission; the Kootenays °*
are therej the Lower Pend '"Oreilles are moving up.

Gov. Stevens: Are you the chief of the Lower
Pend 'Oreilles? .

Alexander. Yes, I am the ohief.

Gove 5. Who made you the ohief of thé Tower Pend
'Oreilles? .

Alexander. I don't know.

Gov. 8. You are not their chief. I shall see
the Lowar Pend 'Oreilles by and by and talk with them; I
am tlﬁklné to the Upper Pend 'Oreilles. :

: Alexander. You!inquired ir my orops are coming up
well - they are doing well. : j

Gov. ;. How ie it #ith Michelle? Are you will-
ing 'ao g0 on to the reservation above Fort Owen?

Michelle. I started two ysars age from my pwo
to come and see you. These threes nations speak one language.
I oame with Alexander to 1isten what they would say. That
ie why I don't talk. |

Gove B. Miohelle wante Viotor and Alexander to
agree together. He will stand by whatever they do. I told
Yiotor and Alexander yeeterday they must agree upon some’
one spot whars they would live together. If they both agreed

2=-33
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to go to the mission thoy should go there. If they wished
to go above T't. Owen they should go there. You come here
this morning and you do not agree. Victor wants to go
above; Alexander to go to the mission; not having agreed

1 say both go above Ft. Owen; that is the best place. As
I said yesterday, if Victor will agree to go the mission
with Alexander, it is enough, he may go. I hope now Alex-
ander will agree to go ﬁwo here. I know the land; the
place is better every way. The council in now adjourned
for two hours that you may think it over well.

After the sd;l;:ur*g of the council, Gov. Stev-
ens expiained informally 4o Bath AldSader ang Viotor the
necessity of placing their tribes togethor on the same
relerra.t.ii;n. Alenander eaid he would agree to go on the
resorvation in the 8t. Mary's valley if COov. 8. would -Qy
he could not go to heaven at his own place. The Gov. re-
plied - "It is not for me to say where yaiﬁnz m gé'u-
hoi.un; you will go to heaven if you do right. It will
be best for your children to go to the ‘reservation above
Fort OvaM.® Victor was unwilling to go the miesion.
They each would not objedt to the other coming to his own
place.

It being obvious that no progress would be made
- by continuing the counoil today, and that an influence
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was being exertaed by the mission which might be adverse
to the views of the government, it was determined t-o das-
patch a meseenger directing the attendance of Father Hoe-
ken, for the purpose of investigating it; to adjourn the
counoll over to Friday and to recommend the Indians to
have a feast and a ocounoil tomorrow.

At 8 p. m. tho Indians were again acsembled,
and Oov. Stevens sald: My ohildren, we will have no coun-
0ll tomorruwj we wish you to have a feast togethar; we
wish Alexander and Victor to have a talk together; f.hoy‘
speak the same language, they ocan talk. 1 have uolne mean-
ing to do some good for you; I have stated on what terms
the government I’iil help you. You must live on one reper=-
vation in order to have the ald of the government; that
reservation must be there (above Fort Owen). These are
the terms or' the governrent; on these we ocan help you -unh;
you have asked for aid; we have come to give it. You have ]
asked to be proteoted from the Blackfeet; you shall bve pro-
tooted from the Blamockfeet, but you must de your part. Co
there and the government will protoo£ you; the agent will
bo there, and many white men whose business it will be to
work for you. If the Blnnkﬁot 8till ocome we will have
soldiers to drive them of?. I will tell the Blackfeet



5
:
k
?

-34:-
this when we mest them. .R;w these are the terms on which
we oan aid you, proteet you, and provide for your ohildren.
One word more - Alexander wants 4o gho to heaven; can he
and Viotor 1live together in the next world if they ocannot
in this? Then in the name of God, live together here; you
muet live together in the next world, if both go to heaven.
Now I wish you tec have a feast tomorrow; I will
provide the means. Think the matter over among yourselves
and decide. . :
The council then adjournsd at 4 p. m. till Friday.

- -

Thureday, July lZth.

There waes no oounoil today, according to notice.
The Indians had a grand feaet, the means for which - two
beever, coffee, sugar, ote. - were furnished them; after

which the day was spent in discussing the arrangement of

the troaty among themselvos.

Friday, June 136h.
The Indians assembled at 12 p. m. and after the

usual time epent in emoking, the ocuncil was opened.
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Gov. Stevens said: . _

My ohildren, you have had your feast; you
have counciled together; you have, I am told, nearly agreed.
I hope today you will all agree. You were told all go to
the valley or all go to the miseion. Al)l wished to go to
the mission at first excopt Victor; Viotor does not 1like to
‘leave his land; his children are buried thore, but he has
ochildren living. His people have ghildren and men will do
for their chiidﬂn what they would not do for themselves.

i I ask now, are you ready to go to the mission,
end sign the treaty? We must fipisly the ocouncil today; we
hnvo_ other work to do, I em ready mow to explain the pro-
vieione of the treaty. My children, it is a treaty made
betwean myself aoting for the President, and the Flatheads,
Kecotenays, and Pend 'Oreilles. It provides for a reserva-
tion from the Jooko river to the Flathead lake, and from
the Flathead river to the mountains. You have the right
however to pasture your mmimals at other places if those
places are not ocoupied by the whites. You have in like

manner the right to gather roots'and berries, to take fish
and kill game. You have also the right to go on the roads
of the whites and take &Our produce to market. The Great
Father hac the right to make roads through your oountry

if necessary. White people however oanﬁot go there with-

“arde
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out your oon;ant. The treaty provides you with a grist
mill und a sav mill; it provides you with a blackemith's
shop, a carpanter shop, and a wheelwright and plow-maker's
shop; you will have a school, you will have a physician,
and eapecially an agent; mid you will have =211 these things
for twenty yearas. Beeides this, we shail the first . -
year expend in olothing, in toolu'. in bn;'.ilding houses,

in broaking up and fencing land, t.hir;t;‘ #ix thousand dole
lars. The next four years we uhnil expond for the same
objecte six thousand dollars a yoar; for the next five
years we shall expend for the samc objeots five thousand
dollars; for the next five yom four thousand dollars, and
for the next five years three thousand dollarz. For each
head chief we will have a houne; and they will be paid five

hundred dollars each year for twenty years; the house will

be furnished, und ten mcres of land will be broken up and
fenced for each t;Jf them. Those of the Indians who give up
improvements outiede of the reserve will be paid for their
lmrﬂlrw.wnt'l. ' ‘

'rhiu.traat.y binds you to be friendly with othni-
tribes, and with the whites. The whites and other tribes
will ﬁn required to te alL peace with you. If a white man

takee your property, that property will be rostoed to you

237
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If you take the property of a \fhitel person, that property
you will restore to him. The treaty n". requlres y‘on to
refrain fron drinking liquor. In making the payments proe=
vided for in the tweaty, they will be made to oach parson
of the tribe; he will receive his portion into his own
hands. If any member of the tribe should bo in dedt, his
indebtedness oannot he drawn by the trader from the sev-
sral paymanta; that is a matter to be mettled hetween il
partiea thomeelves, This troaty provides not only that
no white man ahnn.(;o on your land, but that no trador
shall continue there without your consent. The whole

of the land will be vours. (This refers to the paragraph
conaerﬁing the Hudeon PBayyCompany.) It finally provides

" that you accept the terms of this treaty as the children

of the Great Father, mknor.-::l.adé:lm your deperdence upon
hiw. : ; ' '

Are you ready Lo sign the treaty?

uexa_nder said. I am ignorant; I am an Indian;
I am ap it were in the derk. I see you here; it is good.
I am glad that the OGreat Fathser talk about us. I am ocon=
tent with my people. Hare you are - are you through with
this treaty? MHere gre the Flatheads. I thought that the
Flatheads ware willing ‘to go. You named a smaller place
and they backed out. “hen you told ue from the Jooko, they
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said it was too small. If you had eaid all on the other
side of the mountains p:rhupl they would have taken it.
Ve are four nations. When the stoock inoreases whete will
they be? Buppose we put our farms here, where is the room
for us?
Gov. Stevens: You said the other day it was
large enough. £,
: Alexander. I thought all the land on the other
side was to .bl ours.
Gove S« How far do you wish the land to extend?
We told Alexander the place was not large enough; he said
it was; Viotor said it was; believing they could agree we
have drawn it up. Do you bear in mind you oan jantun
your cattle at any place not occupied bty whites?
Alexander: Sometirmes there is a wide open place

above filled with animds. I would rather amccept the first
proposition. When you first talked, you talked good; now

you talk sharp; you talk like a Blaokfoot.

Gov. Btevens: I told Alexander Iwas afraid the
place was too small. He said it wae sufficiently large
even with the Lower Pend 'Oreilles. I said there was a
large rlace; I would rather you would go there. The white

settler wants to go above; he does not want your place.
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You say the white man is emarter than you. I want to give

you the place the white man would prefer. You have a feast,
you talk with Victor. Victor says that is the best plaoce. .
I agreed to give you that place; when you say I am sharp,
I am like a Blackfoot, I am ashamed of you Alexander; you
have changed your mind; you said one thing on yesterday,
you say andher today. Talk straight and then we will agree.

Alexander. The India;:a said you.lar oountry is bad
below; if one knows how to farm, it will do; if not, it
will not do. They said there were few farming spots; they
eaid that the horses would be mixed and lost. I said yes,
that is very bad. You (the Gov.) knew it. You have it on
paper, and I said it was goods I understood that nobody
should put hie foot on my ground, then I said I will stay,
tha;'n nobvody shall touch it, before that you never showed
me the limits. It is true, it is quite large each side.
I thinl; both sldai of the Flathead river will just be
enough.

Gov. 8. Are you through?

Alexander. I wi}l take from course de felme on
both sides of the river to the lake.

Gov. Stevens: Do you understand that you have
the privilege of pasturage for your animdals on all lands

not occupied by the whites?

T T e
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MMer. I do not understand properly.

Gov. S5. Do you undor-iand that the treaty secures
to you all that land and the benefit?

Alexander. Yes.

Gov. B. The treaty gives you the right of pastur-
age and gathering roots and berries on all lands not ooccu=-
pied by whites. :

: ' Alexander. Yes, I understand, I want the whole
land marked out.

(Gov. Btevens again went over the treaty and ex-

‘plained it in 21l its details.)

Gov. 8. Now we will eign the treaty.

Alexander., They did not understand right the
provisioris = now we understand.

Viotor said: Where is my country; I want to
speak. :
Qov. 8. When I ocall upon youl to sign the treaty,
you can then make your objections.

Viotor. I have not agreed to accept this land
(at the mission) :

Gov. S. Alexander has agreed and I call upon
him.

" Viotor. I was talking to you, and I told you no.

Gov. 8. I now oall upon Viotor.

_E.
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Ambrose (Flathead) said: Yesterday Viotor
spoke to Alexander. He said,"I am not headstrong. The
whites picked out a place for us, the best place and that
is the reason I do not want to go. Two years since they

passed us - now the white man has his foot on your ground =-

. the white man will stay with you - this is what I heard

two years ago. Yesterday when we had the feast then Alex-
ander spoke; he .Ihiﬁ now I will go over to your side =~

I will let them take my place and come to your place.
Then Viotor did not speak and the counoil broke up.

Govs 8. Alexander, did juou'asna yesterday to
give up your country and join Viotor?

; Alexander. Yes yesterday I did give up. I lis-
tened and he did not givo ms an answer; then I said I will
not give up my land.

Gov. 8. I epeak now to the Pend 'Oreilles and
the Kootenays. Do you agrec to this treaty? The treaty
placing the Kootenays and Pend 'Oreilles on thiés reserva-
tion? I ask Victor if he duol:l.!-zu to treat.

Viotor. Talk, I have nothing to say now.

Gov. 3. Does Victor want to treat? Why did he
not .say to Alexander yosterday, come to my place? Or is
ﬁot Victor a chief? Ies he as one of his people has called

e
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him, an old woman? dumb as a dog? If Vietor ie a chief
let him speak now.

Vietor. I thought my people perhaps you would
listen - I eaid, I think this is my country and all over
here is my country. ©Some of my people want to be above
here. I eit quiet and before me you give my land away.
If I thought so I would tell the whites to take the land _
there (the mission); it is my country. Long time ago you
spoke to me hers; then I r.hought I was very well pliuod.
I thought no one would touch it because you talked about
it and I liked this place myself. I am listening and my
people say take my country. '

Gov. 8. Alexander said yesterday that he would come up
here. Vhy did you not answer and say come?

Viotor. Yesterday I did talk.

Cov. -8« Alexander says yesterday he offered to
give wup his lan oma to you - Alexander says you made -
no answer. Why did Jou not say, yes, come to my place?

Viotor. I did not understand it so.

Gove. 8. Ambroee says he understood Alexander
to say so. Alexander says he sald 8o} ym.i did not speak
and say come to my place; but you were dumb = did not

say a word.
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Vioter. I do not insist upon staying here,
but because you picked out my place I want to stay hers.
Gov. 8. Why did you not isll Alexander to come
to my placej does Vioctor mean to say that he will neither
lot Alexander come to his place not go to Alexander's.
Ambrose. The Great Father will know what we are
talking about. We get a little stick and shove I-t i
perhaps we will hit it after a while. Here me are yot.
If the paper is sent to the Great Father he will eay here
is a fool and here is # smart manj if the Great Father
sees the fool's paper he will not be pleased (alluding to
the notes taken). I say to the white chief, don't get
angry, may be it will come all right. May be all the peo-

; ple have a great mny minde, may be thay will come all

right. Bee my ohiefe are now holding down their heads,
th.i.nkirlg.

: Tilooostay (Flathead) said: It is not our
minds that we see each other hers; your forefathers did
not expeoct to make a treaty; God is working it this way.
His children are very poor; they are lost; only from
their tongues, they work it different ways. Ve are all
brothers, but we speak different tongues, that is all,
and the ooior of ou.r ekins; we are all brothers, that is
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why you are travelling hers. They are poor, these peo-
ple; they don't know how to talk; a wolf can't talk; take
pity on your children - I am done talking. '
Red Volf said: I talked the other day and the
Indians said I talked as though I was telling a story. I
am proud, let them laugh at ual. I am going tc speak. Yes-
terday when we talked about this we studied all round -
Viotor is head chisf and I am far below him. When we
gathered up the first timo I thought that he was making

‘up his mind to stop at Flathoad lake, but now he makes up

his mind to stop here. Alexander spoke yesterday saying
now I let 1t go = now I will come to the Bitter Root val-
ley - I understood him eo yesterday. I-know Viotor's
heart, he does not speak quiock - Aloxnnd_g? went off. I
thought that Viotor would agree aﬁd that we would all go
there. I thought Viotor would agree and would speak soon.
Viotor did not speak - I think this is the cause Viotor

41d not talk, he wae not ready to talk. Big Canoe talked
then. Me spoke as though a hand had been placed on Viotor's
mouth, that is the reason I think why Vietor did not speak.
I went home and told :a;y lodge that I thought our people
would come together. Now when the people separated Alexan=-
der spoke. I know that if Alexander should come to. the val-
ley his peopls would not follow him. I think when ?iotor
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should talk if he did talk in favor of the other side all
his children cmlled Flatheade, it would all be right. I
think if Victor goee there, though his people will not
like to follow hip, he oannot take it back and his people
will hnvg,%o. I think that Vietor is the head chief; we
‘are in the same place that we were at first. I have no
share in this oountry - my fether's land is below - my
mother's country is here. ﬂu Kootenays are my uhtloni.
This is my opinion - they dislike to leave their country.
Beartrack said: We are trying to make a treaty.
I will speak to you as though you was the Great Father.
Ve met each other = you and nr chief - we talked - when
we talked we did not talk above or below, only one thing we
talked about, we talked about what we wished to get. I
want an agent § I want a dootor - I want a teachar - I want
a farmer, a hm-nnh. ‘this is what we were talking about.
Our chief (Lt. Mullan) says look at this just as though it
were before eyes. I looked at it and I was content and
slnd-- He wias on his horee, I told him to get down, I was
glad, I wanted help, that is what I was tslk_ing about, then
I IDO-RO, T tell you, my chief, you know me I am suffering,
what for? My enemies?" He said, "Ah, I will help you," he
said "my people are coming, you will see them." I said, I

am glad, I will lookfor them. Now we see each other - you
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are my chief and father. You spoke; they have two minds,
I am lost, I am very sorry. I might as well 1ie down, I
am ashamed my father. I have considered, I am poor; I
made up my mind, I will talk, I will show my mind, I speak
as though to the Great Father, I will talk about the land.
I think there is only one thiu I am sorry for, I have a
very poor country. I do mot know what to do if my m-
tel®P me to g0 away. There are my old people I am sleeping
with them; when they rise I rise. I think there is only
one thing that we cover ourselves with. I estu€ied. I am
poor. I looked at my children. W¥hat will I do with my
children? What will they do? It appcnri to me there is
not room enough at the miesion. You might as well tell me
to go far to a big place. My country is about as large as
my Tinger nail. I look at my na:t_l;_ if I break it, it will
mnot be good - something big it is good for us to br.nk;'
this my mind and the resson my heart is heavy. If you
wieh you are my father, tell me, break off your piece of
land. I look over my country and study about it. May be
I would break it off - I say yes, good. You my father, I

think it io not bad making this treaty; it would good to

make thin treaty; this my mind; this is what I am telling

Youe ;
Gov. Stevens: Ambrose, I am glad you think it
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is good to make a treaty; the trut'y thn- we make will
make you better of. The land reservation is much iou

" than the same number of whites would want. We wish you

to live together so that the agent can attend to you. When
I met other tribes many did not want to leave their lands,
but they have made up their minds and all gone. I will
tell. you what a great ochisf said on the other side - he.
said, I do not want sohools fnrms, or mills, but my peo-
rle want farms, schools and mills and they vwant to make

a treaty; I therefore will make a treaty nnd he did make
a treaty, and his people approved and nisrmi with him.

He was a Yakima chief - Kamimkaw. I hope Vietor will

do as Kamiakaw -II hope ?mfor'a people will do as Kami-
uknﬁ'l people. Owhi pigned the treaty ﬂso - you know
him.. Trust your father and {rust your chiefs.

My oh.t:l.dren; I find that thinge are nearer to
an agreement than when we began talking this morning. Am-
brose says the people are not quite prepared, they will be
by and by; and Ambrose says be patient and listen. I am
.patﬁnt and have been patient and have listened to them.
Others of you have said they were hiding tkeir thought
{minde) and did not epeak; hence I reproved you and said
speakout - let me have your hearts. It seems that many of
the Flatheads are ready to go to the miwsion; if their
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ohief says so, they will go. Viotor says I am ready to
£0, but my people will not, but the people say they are
ready to go. We want all parties to lpuk.ltmuht: to
let wue have their hearts, then we ocan agéu. ir "_._lo-
tor'a people will go, we want Victor as chief to -w"ll
will goe T :

Victor here arose and left the council. After
a pause of some minutes Gov. Btevens said: I will ask
Armbrose where is Viotor?

' Ambrose. He is gone home

Gov. Btevens: Ambrose speaking of ?;utor oaid
ho wanted time. Victor is now thinking and studying o';rer
this matter. We don't wish to hurry or drive you in this
business. Think over ;hii matter tonight and meet here
tomorrow. I aek Ambrose to think over the matter; to
speak to Viotor and tell him what I say. Ambrose loves
his chief = let him take my words to him.

The council is adjourned to meet tomorrow morn-

‘ing somewhat earlier than usual.

The council then adjourned at 5 p. m.

Saturday, 3unu 1l4th.
Word wae sent by Viotor about 3 o'clock p. m.

to the Governor that he had rot yet made up his mind; end
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that s it was too late to open the oounoil, it wae post-
ponod til Monday morning.

Monday, June 1l€th.

The. counoil was opened at 11 a. m. present as
before. %

Gov. Btevens paid: My ohildren, at the counoil
Friday we did’ not succeed in agroeing. Viotor as chief of
his people required more time to consider; he did not wish
to aot hastily; his peopls wanted time to tb_ink. The next
day I saw Alexander but I did not see Viotor. Viotor wase
8till studying and thinking what he should do. Alexander
then had word sent to Vietor "you shall be my chief if you
will oome to my place.” V!.Iator said, "I do not wish to
speak today. I will come tomorrow and then speak."”

Victor said: I am going to talk; I was not acon-
tent - you gave me a very small place; then I- thought,

. hore they are giving avay my land. That is my oountry over
there at the niuion; this also - I think so; plenty of you
say Victor is the ohief; you white people eay 80 too = Vio-
tor is the chief of the Flatheads. Two years ago you passed -

here, then you gave me a flag} it wae very emall, we thought

2 -39
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it very big. It camée from you. I thought then we had
make a‘lund of treaty. The place you pointed to me above
is too ﬁl:u from Low=low fork above mhould belong to me.
Ky stock will have room, and if the Blaokfeet will let my
horses alone they will increase. I believe that you wish
to help me and that my people will do well thare., If you
want we will this word to the Oreat Pather our chief =
coma and look at our country: paerhaps ycm‘w:l.ll choose
that place if you look at it. When you look at Alexan~
der's place and say the land is gocd, and say, come Vio-
tor - then I would glo- If you think this above is good
land, then Vietor will say come here Alexander; then our
ochildren will be well content. That is the wa.y.we will
make the treaty, my father.

Gov. Stevens. Victor has opoken; does Alexan-
der and Michelle speak in the same way?'

I will ask Alemdu.;.- if he agrecs.

! Alexander. If I do say yes, 1 am content, may
te we oan't all come together. Illere is Michelle, I know
his mind, he told me - "if you go this way I won't go."
Here are the Lower Pend 'Oreilles; may be they are the
seme way. They have no horses; they have only canoes.

I am very heavy as though theyltiad me there.
Gov; 8. Victor saye I want the Great Father to
have both places examined. ;[f the Great Father says that
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is the best place, I, Vietor, -111 go there. If the
Great Fathar says this is the bvest place then Michslle
m Alexandar will ocume to me. Vigtor wants both placee
examined, po the Great Fathor will know which is the
best -~ there let all the Indians go.

I will say to Alexander, both places shall be
oarufuliy axamined. Alexander shall show everything
about bhis place - Victor about his. The Lower Pend
'Oreilles will want to go to the Last plaoé, and we prdl-.
ise them iIn the trsaty to give tham animals to go to the
best place., Viotor thinks all will be satisfied with
what proves after examinntion %o be the best place. I
ask Alexander whethor he is oontent withthis proposition
of Viotor'se. - :

Alexander. I think not so - I have not seen
the ah;of of the Lower i’cnd 'Oreilles tut I will speak
to him.

! Gove. 8¢ 1 eay to Alexander, he is here chief
of the Upper P.nd. 'Oreillee, I shall see Vioctor the chief
of the Lower Pend d'Oreilles and talk to him myself. The
¢hief of the Lower Pend d'Oreilles will be bound only by
what he agreos to. ;'n cannot act for him; he is not
here. Victor of ﬁha Fiathoadl, Alexander and Michelle are
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' here; it is with them I em treating.  Here are two places;

Vigtor unts thom both examined. Let the Oroat Father say
whioch is the best place, I will go thare. We want you to
agree some way or other; we wish you to agres among your-
selves. I have asked Alexandar alremdy. I wigh to think
more. I will ask Kiohelle.

‘Alexander said: The way I think of it I don't
think we will come together.

Gov. Be Will Michalle angroe to Vioctor's pro=-
posal, that the Indians shall go to the best vplace after
the Great Father has examined both and says which is the
best place?

lichelle nuidI: I am just rou&wing Alexander's
mind., If he goes this way I will not go. I have come a
long way to see you; whaen you leave I go baok.

Gov. 5. Viotor has said that he would go to the
vest place = that which was found to be the best after ex-
amination. Alexander and Michelle both say that they are
willing to go to the mission - they will not go anywhere's
else, Victor is willing to go thers if it should be the
best place. Is Vietor willing to say that he is willing '
to go the .1-“1“ in order to agree with Alexander and
Michelle. Viotor adhered to his proposition.

Gov. 6. oontinued after a short pause. My ohil-
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dren, ﬂctor has made nis proposition, Alexander and

Hiohelle have made theirs. We will make a treaty for
them. Both tracte shall Le surveyed; if the mission is
the best land Victor shall live there. If this valley
is the best land Vistor shall stay here. Alexander and
Michelle maj stay at the misaion. I cannot say that the

President will think it good. 'The President will think

it vory strange Alexander and Michelle are not willing

to leave it to him. I will however sign the treaty with

them. If the president thinke it good then we shall oar-
ry it out - if ho thinks 1t nl"t good then we shall not
carry it out. I am now ready to sigre.

Ask Victor if he understanda; I will explain
it arew. Both reserves shall be surveyed and the pur-
veys eont to the President. If the President thinks over
thoero (the miesion) -ia.tho vest place, Viotor will go .
there; if up the valley the best - Victor will stay.
Alexander and Michelle will remain at the miesion. Here
iz the treaty drawn up. I have written out what I have

_just explained. I ask Victor to come up and sign the

treaty. (He ocame up and signed.)
Now I ask Alexander and Michelle. (They also ;
then signed.) : '
Mones (7lathead) on bLeing asked to aign the
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treaty stepped forward and eaid: My brother is buried
there. I did not thil.nk you would take the only pu‘qo of
ground I had. Wers are throe fellows (the ohiofs), they
say get on yvour horse and go; they never say talk. If
you would give us a big place I would not tan.reen-h.
If I go in your oomts: and say give me thise, will you
give it to me: May be you know it = here is all of those
people - they have only ane phece of ground. Now their
mouthe are all shut - sewed i;p’.1l'hlt year when you were
talking about t.he.m.aokrut. you were joking.

Gove Stovens: How ocan ﬁonu say that I am not
going to the Blackfeet country? I have gone _nJ.:l. the way
to the uru.t. fu.tlur to arrange about the Blackfeet ccvl'n'n-
0i1. Vhat more can I do? A man is coming from the Great
Father to meet me. Does he not know that Mr. Burr and an-
other m went to Fort Benton the other day? :

Joses. You have pullod all my wings off and lot
me down there.

Gove .atcvonn.- All that we have done 1;: for your
banefit. I have sald the Flatheads were brave and honeat
and should be protected - Be pationt - everything will
come right.

| ioses. I do not know how it wili be straight -
a few daye ago the B:I.aok‘fclt stcle horess at Balmon River.

-

gethor.

Vs, -60- g
Here is Ben = last winter he went to the fort = he had
ecme people there.
Gov. 8, Ask him if he sees the Nes Perce chief -

The Fagle from the Light; he is going to the Blaokfeet coun-

cil with me.
' Moges. Yos, I see him;j they will get hio hair.
Gov. 5. They will Bove to get ay soalp too. I
am not afl.'aid.. ? X
' Moses. The Blaockfeet are not like these people;
they are all drunk. .

Gov. S. The Blackfeet will sign a treaty to
kocp the peace; we do not bring ﬁolldqru he®a, we are all
friends; we do not wear knives here. I :

Noses. You left a man here (Lt. Mullan); he said
they will noever talk about this land = they will help ybu
against the Blaokfeot. That is the reason we all came 0=

Gov. 5. Ask him if Viotor is not his head ohief.
Mosce. Yes, but I rever listen to him. Will you
give me land if I go to your oountry?
' Gov. 8. Yes, as much as you choose to buy.
Moses. Don't give your goods to these people;
give them to the blackfeet.

7

the kind of house we will give you.

Oov. Be We will give you mille, eto. That is
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Moses. Now I understand. (He here gave his ad-
herende to the treaty, though still refusing to sign.) I
have not:ahi'c to say about selling the land.

The principal men then came forward and signad;
after which

Gov . Btcv"oill ‘said: Slr. are hhroo papers which
you have signed, copies of the same trnat;. ‘one goes to
the President; one I place in the hands of the head chief;
and one I inp myself. ZEverything that has been said hare
goes to the President.

I hnn now a few presente ror you; they are simp-
ly ac a gift' no part of the payments; ths paymants cannot
be lndc tillwe hear from the President next year. Ae soon
as Mr. Adame arrives from Fort Owen the goode will be dis-
tributed.

A few minutes after Mr. Adams having arrived,
the goods were éiatrﬁmm !n:n aha.am were then informed
that all 'bll’lkﬂlﬂ wh th!mgh with regard to this council;

‘but that tomorrow they would be assembled with regard to

the Blackfeet council. _
_ The council then adjourned sine die, at 5 p.rm.
.lpp:'clwod.
Isanc I. Btevens
Gov. & Bupt. W, T.
Commisaioner.
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