
MONTANA LANDOWNERS & WATER USERS MAY
FOR DECADESL05E ABILITY T0 UTILTZE t^tATER

sYNoPSrs: rmpacted property owners and wat.er right holders
in 54 of Montana/ s 90 water basins are 1ike1y to be the
subject of litigation before the Montana Water Court withouc
imn] f ^frlttPrelnencacion of the Confederated Salish & Kcotenai Tribes
(*CSKT" ) Water Compact (..The Compact,, )

The Compact is a negotiated
agreement made between the State of Montana, the federal
government, and the csKT, with input from aqricultural
Atsnrr^^ ^^lgroups ano water users to prevent existing water rights
f rom being challenged in court. The compact wagJassed on a
bipartisan basis by the Montana State Legislature and signed
by the Governor in 20L5, and is now awaiting finar approval
in the united States congress. consequently, under Montana
law, the csKT was required to file their t.ribal_ cl_aims in
the Montana Water Court.

HOVI DOES THIS IMPACT !,fY PROPERTY?
you may have a financial, property
could be jeopardlzed without final

Public records indicat.e
or other interest that
-^hr izal ^€ +1,1 ^ f\^*^^^dpprovaa ol Lrle uompact.

COULD I LOSE THE ABILITY TO USE }IATER ON MT PROPERTY? YES .

IF THE COMPACT IS NO:T RATIFIED BY CONGRESS, You I\fAY LosE
TITE ABTLITY TO U'SE Til\TER ON YOUR PROPERTY FOR IRRIGATION,
AGRTCULTURE, COMMERC:TAI, RESIDENTIAI, AITD OTHER USES FOR
DECADES WHILE THE MOIITA}IA WATER COURT AD.JI'DICATES THE
CSKT/ S CLATMS.

cAI{ r FrGHT THrs rN SIATER cot RT? Like all state based.
claims, all t.ribal claims are presumed vatid, predate most
if not all other water use clalms, and can be enforced
-^-.;^^r ^'t'ragar-nsr arr other water users until adjudicaticn is
/-^mn'l a'r-arl rniithout the Compact, dhy 1egal acticn willU UVV. V

require exi-st.ing water right hofders to prove t.heir rights
z-rrarlr*- a f'rngg of the CSKT, which have a prioritv date ofI/! vvq uv UrrV!

1855 , ot time immemorial.

T'IHAT CAI{ I DO TO PROTECT ITfY PROPERTY INTEREST .JAI{D SUPPORT
THE coMPAcr? Hundreds of impacted property owners have
f ormed Farmers and Ranchers f or Montana (..FARM,') - a
coalrtion representing agricurture I LTrrgators, business
and other stakeholders across Montana dedi-cated to
implementing the Compact. FARM works to elevate these voices
wrth Montana's federal representatives to und.erscore the
importance of the compact and ensure its timely passage to
protect Montana's economy and avoid cost.ly litiqation.

ACT NOhJ.

Congness to
loin FARM and
implement the

add youn voice
Compact. Visit

to the chonus calling on
www. MontanaWiatenCompa ct . com .


