Am I successor to an Indian Allottee?

If your property was an original allotment to a member of the Flathead Tribe,
then you are a successor in interest to an allottee, and very likely have what 1s
considered to be Walton water rights with an 1855 priority date.

How can I find the original patent to my parcel(s) of land?

You can find out whether your property was an allotment or a homesteaded
parcel, and secure a copy of the original land patent by checking the General
Land Office (GLO) records of the Bureau of Land Management as follows:

What you need:

e A listing of the parcels of land you own, along with the legal
description of the land

e Access to the internet and a computer

Steps to Follow:

e Select the following link to get to the BLM records search. You will
see the following screen:

Shopping Cart &

B Search Documents
J Search Documents By Type
Fatents k | Search Clear Form
Surveys ~| Location
LSR To search for land patents:
State: | ALABAMA v 1. Start by selecting the State.
=0 County: | — Any County — v 2. You do not have to fill in all fields, but provide af least one additional
field.
{ Names 3. Click the Search Patents button.
Last Name: Search Tips:
First Name: » Hover your mouse over a field to get a brief description.
Middle Name: * Get detailed information by checking the Glossary in the Reference
Center.
search szarch * For more tips and help, check out our Patent Search Overview.
Land Description ~| Miscellaneous
Township: — | w Land Office: | — Any Land Office ., | Issue Date:| -, to|— W
Range: — |/ w Diocument #: Militia:
Meridian: | — Any Meridian — W Indian Allot. #: Tribe: | — Any Tribe — o,
Section #: Geo. Name/
Survey #: Mining
Claim:
Authority: | ———— Zny Authority ————— v
[m] Note: This site does not cover every state, but we do have resource links for most
states.
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http://www.glorecords.blm.gov/search/

CHOOSE LOCATION OF PARCEL OF LAND:
Click on the V to the right of State and select the state of Montana

Next, Click on the V to the right of County and select the county that
the property is located in

NAMES:

Do not fill in this section unless you know the “original owner” of the
parcel of land.

FILL IN “LAND DESCRIPTION” INFORMATION:
From your property tax records, fill in the TOWNSHIP, RANGE,
MERIDIAN AND SECTION NUMBER OF THE PROPERTY. Here
is an example of a completed form:

J Search Documents By Type Search Documents By Location Search Documents By ldentifier |
Patents K | Search Clzar Form
Surveys
LSR To search for land patents:
State: | MONTANA v 1. Start by selecting the State.
E1l County: | Lake \ 2. You do not have to fill in all fields, but provide at Jeast one additional

\ field.
3. Click the Search Patents button.

~| Names

Last Name: Search Tips:
First Hame: * Hover your mouse over a field to get a brief description.
# Get detailed information by checking the Glossary in the Reference

Middle Name:

Center.
search search # For more tips and help, check out our Patent Search Overview.
Land Description scellaneous
Township: |18 — |/ |Morth nd Office: | — Any Land Office ., | Issue Date: | - o, to|— W
Range: |19 — | | West ocument #: Militia:
Meridian: § Montana P v| dian Allot. #: Tribe: | — Any Tribe —
Section #: |19 Geo. Name/
Survey #: Mining
Claim:
Authority: | ————— Zny Zuthority ————- “

arch Patents Nate: This sife does not cover every state, i we do have pesource links for most
w states.

Next, click on the orange SEARCH PATENTS BUTTON. The following
screen will come up:
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U.5. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

celRecords

3 Seanch Documents Referenoe Center Sl.q'.lp-urt Shopping Cart
F Sawrch Oocurenis B S Lo
Prl::r:rl:ld:.a.
P afams ¥ _ o
Levagw | Scowmmece Hamaa Duiw Dex & | Siete| Mersdian | Twe - Bag | Algucis  |Sec 2 | Cowndy

InafeE | LT MT Morfama PR | OLON - OLSW | SMamey 1L} Lk
SIS | lumam | MT | Monfona P | OLOW - OLSW | S350 ] Lk
i Glr- B L. . r Y PMiorlona PA | GLEN - DLW | PAAASE 1% Lk
IGBISE | LIS |MT | Morfona PR | DLSN - DLW | EvSnes % Lk
LTSS 2aysL | MT | Morlono PR | DL3 - DLW | E3GME% ] Lakic
IGBISE | LISTEE | MT | Morfona P | OLER - DLW | WA % Lk
LLS150 9042 T PMionfomo PR | LA - OLSW | WAnemsy 1% Lok
o/zafisie | Eveee MT | Monloma PR | OLOA - OUAW | EYSA ] Laks
2uflTe WL MT Morfama PR | OLOAM - OUPW P SEY 1L} Lk
IGBLEE | LSRR | MT | Morlona PR | DLEM - DLW | SEMSWA ] Lakic

OLN - OL9W | LeffTel 3 |18 Lk
IGBSE | LIS | MT | Morfona P | OIS - OL9W | FEWSAA (15 Lk

oL - OUSW | Lot 3 1% Lok
IGERASLT | TITATL (MT | Morlono P | OLOR - DLW | MEMSWA |15 Lakic
BEfIS1S (BT MT Morfona P OL3N - OLSW  LoffTnef3 |18 Lk
SafiEes |57 | MT | Monfona P | OLOY - OLSW | LoffTnt 4 |15 Lakic

DL - DLW | S ] Lakc
GBS0 | LISTER | MT | Morfona PR | OLEM - DLW | PR35ty ] Lakic

DL - OLW | S3aSMaiWea | 30 Lakc
GBS | LLETERE |MT | Morlona PR | OLOR - OLSW | FAWCASER |15 Lk

OLON - O20W | SWHsesa |19 Lk

The parcel we are checking on is located in the NW Y4 and SE %4 of Section
19. There are two items that match that description:

Document # 18850 to Telcostair, Louie, 1ssued 10/08/1908, and document
1022873 dated 01/28/1929 with the names Telcostair, Louie A, and Dixon,

C.F. listed. To access the documents click on the Accession hyperlink for
each document.

Document 18850 is the oldest, and when you select that link, you get the
following page:
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Shapping Cart &

b Sesrch Documents b Results List b Patent Details

Accession Nr:iasmW State: montana  Issue Date: yo/8/1508  Cancelled: ng

J Patent DBWW Printer Friendly 3
Names On Miscellaneons Information

[E] TELCOSTAIR, LOUIE A Land Office: Washington Ofc
US Reservations: e
Mineral Reservations: Mg
Tribe: Flathead
Militia:
State In Favor Of:
Authority: June 15, 1880: Indian Trust Patent (21 Stat. 199)
Military Rank: General Remarks: See Serial Patent Mr 945826 For Fee Patent To West Half Of Sw Quarter OF Section 13 And

1324621 To Mwse OF Section 19

Document Numbers Survey Information
Document Mr: 119292-08 Total Acres: BD.00
Misc. Doc. Nr: 5426-08 Survey Date:
eri; = Geographic Name: -
Metes/Bounds: Ho
Twp - Rng Aliquots Section Survey # County
OEN - DT9W HW14SES 19 Lake
O18H - 020W SWIaSWiG 13 Lake
: 7 <
Seatila L Miszaurs _?,
o £
2 Tak Idontréal
= [ o 1 Biare e o 5

There are three tabs on this page: PATENT DETAILS, PATENT IMAGE,
and RELATED DOCUMENTS. To see a copy of the patent to this parcel,
click on the tab called PATENT IMAGE. A copy of the patent will appear in
PDF format for printing or you can order a certified copy of the patent by
selecting the ADD CERTIFIED COPY TO CART (orange) link.

The patent below shows that the original 80 acres in this parcel was from an
allotment of land to a Flathead Indian. This means that Walton water rights

very likely apply to this parcel.

It was allotted to Flathead Indian Louie A. Telcostair on October 8%, 1908
and was signed by president Theodore Roosevelt.
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Next, let’s go back to the results list, and look at the second set of documents

related to this parcel of land.
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Press the backspace button on your computer, or select RESULTS LIST from
the list of links at the top of the page just below the DARK GREEN LINE on
the page. Select Accession Number 1022873 and the following page will
come up:

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT;; B

N Search Documents Reference Center Support Shopping Cart &

b Search Documents B Patent Details
Accession Mr: qgzze7:  Document Type: sorial Patent  States piontana  |ssue Date: q28/1529  Cancelled: g
| patentvetais || patenimene ] [ Reisted pocsments 1] P it @

Names On Document Miscellaneons Information
[El DIXOM, CF, Land Office: Washington Ofc
[E] TELCOSTAIR, LOUIE A US Reservations: Yes

Mineral Reservations: Mo

Tribe:

Militia:

State In Favor Of:

Authority: October 14, 1865: Indian Fee Patent (14 Stat. 703)
Military Rank: General Remarks:
Document Numbers Survey Information
Document Mr: 1324621 Total Acres: 4000
Misc. Doc. Nr: &0516-28 Survey Date:
BLM Serial Nr: MTMTAA 095554 Geographic Hame: -
Indian Allot. Mr: 191 Metes/Bounds: Mo
Coal Entry. Nr:
Land Descriptions

Map State Meridian Twp - Rng Aliguots Section Survey # County
|:| MT Montana PAM O1EH - D19W HWISSELS 19 Lake
REMARKS: SUBJECT TO A LIEM FOR CO5T AND CHARGES DUE THE US FOR THE COMSTRUCTION OF IRRIGATION 5 STEM
(= o
L2
..... Missouri. |7 Fal
1IIc 3\ o ke
: £ g
- 4\", ; Jr. ak I.hnlrr::ic
Turdn a
x Tareabe b

This document shows that 40 acres of the original allotment were sold to CF
Dixon from Louie A. Telcostair and CF Dixon received a fee patent for that
parcel of land as follows:
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How can I tell if the parcel was allotted or homesteaded?

The PATENT DETAILS PAGE that comes up in your search includes a field
DOCUMENT NUMBERS that provides an Indian Allotment Number. In our
example, the allotment number is 191. Additionally the land patent of an

allotment, such as the patent noted on page 5 of this document will specify
ALLOTMENT using similar language.

A homesteaded parcel will not have an Indian Allotment Number on the
PATENT DETAILS PAGE. Additionally, the patent will state something to
the effect that “full payment has been made by claimant X according to an
Act of Congress.......

What other information can I find on the land patent?

The original patent to your land typically will have a listing of the rights and
privileges that are appurtenant to the parcel of land, including water rights,
mineral rights, etc. Newer patents could have additional information such as
the Kerr Dam related easement on lands around Flathead Lake related to the
reservoir and the liens placed on lands served by the Flathead Irrigation
Project. This is why it is important to secure a copy of your land patent
for your records, and for whatever lies ahead in the water compact
battle.

Now what?

To find out more about Walton rights, check out our blog post at the
following link: Walton, Walton Everywhere

This document is not intended to provide legal advice, but is simply a
resource on obtaining a copy of your land patent records.

NOTE: If you have trouble finding your documents, we are happy to help if
we can. You can contact us through the CONTACT page on our water rights
blog.

Other Resources from the BLM website:

ABOUT PATENTS
TITLE TRANSFER AUTHORITIES
PUBLIC LANDS HISTORY

Thanks for your interest. Happy searching!
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https://westernmtwaterrights.wordpress.com/2016/01/04/walton-walton-everywhere/
https://westernmtwaterrights.wordpress.com/contact-us/
http://www.glorecords.blm.gov/reference/default.aspx#id=02_About_Our_Documents|01_Patents
http://www.glorecords.blm.gov/reference/default.aspx#id=05_Appendices|03_Title_Transfer_Authorities
http://www.glorecords.blm.gov/reference/default.aspx#id=01_GLO_Records|02_Public_Lands_History

