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Millenia prior to contact with Colonizers, Indigenous Peoples throughout what is now North America and other parts of the globe were the sovereign caretakers
of the land; each tribal nation with their own sustainable practices for obtaining natural resources, and mindful preventative measures that limited the chance
of environmental catastrophes. However, with the onset of colonization, Indigenous Peoples were forcibly removed from the picture, and racist policies were
enacted to prevent tribal nations from carrying out such traditional practices.

TEACHERS: Guide your students to practice civil discourse about current topics and get practice writing CER (claim, evidence, reasoning)
responses. Explore lesson supports.

Check out the Reparations in California Project to understand the importance of Indigenous land reclamation as a form of reparations.

But some Indigenous communities are reclaiming their power by continuing to demonstrate that humans can share a reciprocal relationship with nature that
minimizes negative impacts on the environment. Current research shows that areas managed by Indigenous communities are as equally healthy as some
protected areas, like our National Parks. With a consistent track record of meeting the needs of the land, why isn’t the United States giving the land back to
Indigenous Peoples to manage? And what are Indigenous communities doing to not only combat climate change but reclaim stolen land?

How Were Indigenous Peoples Removed From Their Ancestral Homelands?

Historically, Indigenous People are viewed as an inconvenience to Western expansion, and the creation of National Parks isn’t an exception to this narrative.
Colonizers forcibly removed Native Americans from their ancestral homelands utilizing a variety of tactics: starving tribes by destroying their food sources,
tricking tribal leaders into signing treaties, and murdering entire Indigenous communities. (Which, was perfectly legal and people were often monetarily
compensated for doing this dirty work.) Between the 1600s through the early 1900s the government paid people the equivalent of $12,000 in today’s currency
per scalp of each Indigenous man and HALF of that for each Indigenous woman.
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What Is The Land Back Movement?

Sponsored

An Indigenous-led environmental, cultural and political movement that seeks to place Indigenous land back in Indigenous hands. The concept for this
movement began when Colonizers first came into contact with Indigenous tribes over 500 years ago, and tribes fiercely defended their sovereign right over
their ancestral territories. However, Land Back as a movement with the power to mobilize not only different Indigenous communities, but non-Indigenous allies
in the fight against environmental injustice, was catapulted into broader mainstream consciousness in recent years. #LandBack began trending on social
media during the height of the No Dakota Access Pipeline (#NODAPL) protests on the Standing Rock Sioux Reservation between 2016 and 2017, which
helped highlight the struggles Indigenous communities were facing.

Following the protests at Mt. Rushmore in July of 2020, the Indigenous organization NDN Collective created a formal Land Back campaign that launched later
that same year. Although acquiring sovereignty over stolen lands is a key goal, Land Back seeks to heal and reclaim other things that are connected to land
reclamation: languages and ceremonies, governmental sovereignty, food, and housing security; equitable access to healthcare and education. All part of a
larger goal to dismantle white supremacy and uplift BIPOC groups.

What Are The Key Differences Between Colonial and Indigenous Land Management?

There are two big differences between the Indigenous and Colonizer relationship with nature. Historically, the general vibe of Colonizer culture as modeled in
the Bible is that nature is something to control and dominate: “Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth and subdue it, and have dominion over the fish of the
sea and over the birds of the air and over every living thing that moves upon the earth. (Genesis, 1:26-28)" In contrast, many Indigenous tribes believe in a
cosmological relationship with all things and value reciprocity between themselves and the land. Human beings are viewed as equal to nature, not above it.

Can Indigenous Land Stewardship Mitigate Climate Change?

Research shows that lands managed by Indigenous communities in Brazil, Australia, and Canada are equally and sometimes even MORE biodiverse than
special conservation lands managed by the governments. Indigenous Environmental Network and Oil Change International discovered that Indigenous-led
actions against fossil fuel projects in the US and Canada have prevented or delayed a quarter of annual carbon dioxide emissions from both countries.

Examples of Indigenous Land Reclamation

The Esselen tribe purchased 1,200 acres in Big Sur, California after 250 years to be used for educational, cultural, and conservation purposes. In January of
this year, the group Save the Redwoods League, purchased 523 acres of forest in Mendocino County and then transferred ownership of the property to the
Intertribal Sinkyone Wilderness Council, which consists of a group of 10 Native tribes who will serve as the protectors of the land in partnership with the

League.

These success stories demonstrate that adopting Indigenous land stewardship practices and returning land back to Indigenous people is not only beneficial to
all, but possible.

SOURCES:

Landback

https://landback.org/

NDN Collective: LandBack
https://ndncollective.org/ndn-collective-landback-campaign-launching-on-indigenous-peoples-day-2020/
Indigenous Climate Action

https://www.indigenousclimateaction.com/

Stop Line 3

https://www.stopline3.org/

Seven Indigenous Climate Activists You Should Know About
https://blog.arcadia.com/indigenous-climate-activists-to-know/

International Indigenous Youth Council
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https://indigenousyouth.org/

Indigenous Environmental Network

https://www.ienearth.org/

Return the National Parks to the Tribes
https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2021/05/return-the-national-parks-to-the-tribes/6 18395/

National Parks Should Be Controlled By Indigenous Tribes, One Writer Argues
https://www.npr.org/2021/04/15/987787685/national-parks-should-be-controlled-by-indigenous-tribes-one-writer-argues

This Land Is Their Land

https://www.npca.org/articles/2742-this-land-is-their-land

Should Native Americans control national Parks? Examining an argument for reparations.
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/show/should-native-americans-control-national-parks-examining-an-argument-for-reparations
Ethnic Cleansing and America’s Creation of National Parks
https://scholarworks.umt.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1267&context=plrir

National Parks are beautiful, but the way they were created isn’t.
https://timeline.com/national-parks-native-americans-56b0dad62c9d

There’s A Global Plan to Conserve Nature. Indigenous People Could Lead the Way.
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/03/11/climate/nature-conservation-30-percent.html

Why Protecting Indigenous Communities Can Also Help Save the Earth
https://www.theguardian.com/climate-academy/2020/oct/12/indigenous-communities-protect-biodiversity-curb-climate-crisis

Don’t Downplay the Role of Indigenous People

https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/dont-downplay-the-role-of-indigenous-people-in-molding-the-ecological-
landscape/#:~:text=Similarly%2C%20Native%20Americans%20burned%20the,seal %20it%20with%20sticky%20resin

Study: Indigenous resistance has staved off 25% of U.S. and Canada’s annual emissions
https://grist.org/protest/indigenous-resistance-has-cut-u-s-and-canadas-annual-emissions/
https://www.iisd.org/articles/indigenous-protected-areas-way-meet-human-and-environmental-challenges

Redwood Forest in California is Returned to Native Tribes
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/01/26/us/california-redwoods-native-american-conservation.html

Inigenous Peoples Defend the Earth’s Biodiversity - But They’re in Danger
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/environment/article/can-indigenous-land-stewardship-protect-biodiversity-

What Can Traditional Indigenous Knowledge Teach Us About Changing Our Approach to Human
Activity and Environmental Stewardship in Order to Reduce the Severity of Climate Change?

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/328780899_What_Can_Traditional_Indigenous_Knowledge_Teach_Us_About_Changing_Our_Approach_to_Human_Ac
Braiding Sweetgrass by Robin Wall Kimmerer
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Perspective: Indigenous land stewardship holds solutions for the future of the Amazon

https://www.moore.org/article-detail?newsUrIName=perspective-indigenous-land-stewardship-holds-solutions-for-the-future-of-the-amazon

Indigenous experiences in the U.S. with climate change and environmental stewardship in the
Anthropocene

https://www.fs.usda.gov/treesearch/pubs/46584

Vertebrate biodiversity on indigenous-managed lands in Australia, Brazil, and Canada equals
that in protected areas

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S14629011193010427?via%3Dihub

Forest Gardens Show How Native Land Stewardship Can Outdo Nature
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/environment/article/forest-gardens-show-how-native-land-stewardship-can-outdo-nature

Protect indigenous people’s land rights and the whole world will benefit, UN forum declares
https://www.un.org/pt/desa/protect-indigenous-people % E2%80%99s-land-rights-and-whole-world-will-benefit-un-forum

Indigenous people are the world’s biggest conservationists, but they rarely get credit for it
https://www.vox.com/22518592/indigenous-people-conserve-nature-icca

A Brief History of the National Park Service

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BL4jXLj4N-Y

Gov. Gavin Newsom floats $100M plan for tribes to buy land
SPONSORED

https://www.smdailyjournal.com/news/state/gov-gavin-newsom-floats-100m-plan-for-tribes-to-buy-land/article_d3806a24-a6fb-11ec-a2ac-
533da6f3fa07.html#:~:text=Gavin%20Newsom%200n%20Friday%20proposed,waters%20are%20preserved%20by%202030.
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